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it shall appear to the court that testimony is necessary for the proper
disposition of the matter, it may take evidence or appoint a referee or
refer the case to the Master for Charleston County to take such evi-
dence as it may direct and report the same to the court with his
findings of fact and conclusions of law which shall constitute a part
of the proceedings upon which the determination of the court shall be
made. The court may reverse or affirm wholly or partly, or may
modify the decisions brought up for review.
Costs shall not be allowed against the commissioners unless it shall
appear to the court that they acted with gross negligence or in bad
faith or with malice in making the decision from which the appeal is
taken.
All issues in any procecding under this Section shall have prefer-
ence over all other civil actions and proceedings.
Any party at interest who is aggrieved by the judgment rendered
by said court upon such appeal may have the same reviewed by ap-
peal to the Supreme Court in the same manner as now provided by
law for other appeals to that court.
The filing of Notice of Appeal to the Supreme Court and the pen-
dency of such appeal shall not ipso facto act as a supersedeas but the
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, or any Justice of the Supreme
Court, may, in his discretion, grant a supersedeas upon such terms
and conditions as may seem reasonable and proper.
SECTION 15: Meetings-records.-Ail meetings of the commis-
sioners held incident to the provisions of this Act shall be open to the
public. The commissioners shall keep a record of their proceedings
which shall, among other things, show the vote of each member pres-
ent upon each occasion upon each question submitted for determina-
tion, or if absent, or failing to vote, proper indication of such fact.
Such records shall be open to public examination under such reason-
able regulations as the said commissioners may prescribe.
SECTION 16: Invalidity.-If any portions or provisions of this
Act shall be found unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not affect any
other portion or provision of this Act.
SECTION 17: Repea.-Ail Acts or parts of Acts in conflict with
this Act are hereby repealed.
SECTION 18: Time effective.-This Act shall take effect upon its
approval by the Governor.
Approved the 14 day of April, 1948
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